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The Epiphany of Our Lord (Observed) Trinity Lutheran Church
January 3, 2021 8:15 & 10:30 am

@ welcome to trinity

We're glad you are here! You've come to a place where you can

experience a real God with real grace for your real life, a place where
you can connect with our Savior and His people! If you're a guest with
us today, we consider it a privilege to have you with us and hope you'll
come again. Please share your name with us by signing the Connect
Card in the Trinity Today in your bulletin. Please include your address,
phone number, and email. If you have any questions about the service

or need assistance with anything, please don't hesitate to ask one of

K our ushers for help! /

DEAR PARENTS: Out of all the responsibilities parents have in raising their
children, leading them to know and connect with Jesus is the most
important. We know it can sometimes be a challenge, but we commend
and thank you for what you do when you bring your kids to church. Your
family—with all its noise, struggle, commotion, and joy—aren't just
tolerated, but you're a vital part of the community gathered in worship.
Normally, we have “busy” bags for younger children and a staffed nursery
for children ages 4 and under. Right now, in order to prevent the spread
of germs and maintain the health of your children, we are not offering the
bags, and the nursery remains closed for the time being.

WIRELESS HEARING ASSIST HEADSETS are available in the back of the
sanctuary so that you can hear better during worship. Feel free to ask an
usher for one at any time.

FREE PARKING: Everyone is welcome to park on Sunday morning, free of
charge, in the Central Parking Lot (directly across Washington Avenue from
Trinity's Campus).

00"
sy connect
% Our mission: Connecting people to Christ for life. \

www.TrinityMemphis.org
§i TrinityMemphis

Pastor Michael Croom, Senior Pastor
pastorcroom@trinitymemphis.org
cell: (270) 348-2849
Pastor Ricardo Granado, Associate Pastor
pastorgranado@trinitymemphis.org
cell: (901) 520-5842

K Please be sure to keep your copy of our Trinity Today! j
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THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR (HOLY COMMUNION)

In Holy Communion (Lord’s Supper), we believe and joyfully confess that,
as Jesus Himself says, He gives us His true body and blood to eat and drink
with the bread and wine! We call this the “Real Presence.” Jesus gives this
gift of Himself to us to forgive our sins, strengthen our faith and our union
with Him, and strengthen our unity with one another as His Church
(Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34;
1 Corinthians 10:16-17). Our Lord invites to His table baptized Christians
who trust in Him alone for forgiveness and salvation, who trust His Words
that He is present and offering forgiveness and grace in the Sacrament,
who repent of all sin, who forgive others as He forgives us, and who are
able to "examine” themselves (7 Corinthians 11:28) regarding these things.

As we share in Christ's body and blood together, the Bible says we also
confess the Gospel and our unity in it (7 Corinthians 11:26). Because of
this, we practice “Close Communion.” This means that those who
commune together do so with the intent of being united in the faith we
confess and, in our life, together. Because we desire everyone who
communes at Trinity to do so in the unity that our Lord intends and to
receive the fullness of the gifts He offers (7 Corinthians 11:27-30), we
lovingly ask any who have not yet been instructed in the faith of Scripture,
who have doubts about the church’s teachings, or who have united
themselves in membership to a church that is not in fellowship with the
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to first speak with the pastor about
communing.

If you are a Christian but are not receiving Communion, we invite and
welcome you to the Lord’s altar for a blessing. Please cross your arms to
indicate you have come for a blessing.

Currently, we are offering individual cup only. If you are unable to come
to the front easily, please let the pastor or one of the ushers know. The
pastor will bring the Sacrament to you at your seat. We encourage parents
to bring your non-communing children for a blessing.

COVID-19 Precautions We Have In Place - Please maintain social
distance of at least 6 feet; please don't sit in pews that are roped off;
wearing a mask is required including wearing a mask when entering and
exiting the building; take your worship bulletins with you when you leave;
wash hands and/or use hand sanitizer regularly.



The Epiphany of Our Lord (Observed)

Divine Service, Setting Four

Welcome and Announcements
Please note that during portions of the service where there are responsive speaking
parts, P=Pastor, A=Assistant, and C=Congregation.
LSB = Lutheran Service Book (burgundy hymnal)

Prelude
Please stand
Opening Hymn As with Gladness Men of Old LSB 397
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1 As with glad-ness men of old Did the guid-ing star be-hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav - ior, to Thy low-ly bed,
3 As they of-fered gifts most rare At Thy cra- dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho-ly Je -sus, ev - ry day Keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav'n-ly coun - try bright Need they no cre - at - ed light;
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As  with joy they hailed its light, Lead - ing on - ward, beam-ing bright;
There to  bend the knee be - fore Thee,whom heav’'nand earth a - dore;
So  may we with ho-1ly joy, Pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
And when earth-ly things are past, Bring our  ran-somed souls at last
Thou its light, its joy, its crown, Thou its sun which goes not down;
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So, most gra-cious Lord, may we Ev - er-more be led by Thee.
So may we with will - ing feet Ev - er seek Thy mer-cy seat.
All our cost-liest trea - sures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heav’n-ly King.
Where they need no star to guide, Where no clouds Thy glo - ry hide.
There for-ev -er may we sing Al - le - lu - ias to ourKing.
Tune and text: Public domain
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

Invocation comes from the Latin “to call upon.” The words “In the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit” are spoken at the beginning of the service and remind
us of our baptism.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.
Psalm 130:3-4
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(P} Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness
and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the
infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead
us to everlasting life. Amen. Hohn 20:19-23]

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

I« Service of the Word I~
Hymn of Praise ~This Is the Feast
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - ln - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb  who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al - le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
Final Refrain
By = r o oIS o T
& ——— .
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.

(Final Refrain continued on next page.)
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Al-le - ln - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu

Salutation and Collect of the Day

ia.

The Collect is a brief prayer that is connected to a theme in the Scripture readings

for the day.

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.

2 Timothy 4:22

O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten
Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in
heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated

Old Testament Reading

YArise, shine, for your light has come,

and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;

but the LorD will arise upon you,

and his glory will be seen upon you.

3And nations shall come to your light,

and kings to the brightness of your rising.

“Lift up your eyes all around, and see;

they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar,

and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
>Then you shall see and be radiant;

your heart shall thrill and exult,

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.

A multitude of camels shall cover you,

the young camels of Midian and Ephabh;

all those from Sheba shall come.

They shall bring gold and frankincense,

and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 60:1-6



Epistle Ephesians 3:1-12
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you
Gentiles— 2assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s
grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was made known to
me by revelation, as | have written briefly. *When you read this, you can
perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, >which was not made known
to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. °This mystery is that the Gentiles
are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise
in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

"Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace,
which was given me by the working of his power. 8To me, though | am the
very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles
the unsearchable riches of Christ, *and to bring to light for everyone what
is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things,
950 that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. *This
was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus
our Lord, *2in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through
our faith in him.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand

Alleluia and Verse

The Verse is a portion, or portions, of scripture sung or spoken before the Holy
Gospel, usually with “Alleluias” at the beginning and end.

| I e ‘ T

| T Il T T T T — |
| | | XK ‘ | | I |72 & ‘; IO' H
o o_ | T
Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
John 20:31
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son

[3) o_ | I
Al - le-1u - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
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Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where
is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose
and have come to worship him.” *When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; *and assembling all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be
born. °They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet:

6« dnd you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.””
"Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them
what time the star had appeared. ®And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,
“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him,
bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” °After listening to
the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen
when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where
the child was. ®When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with
great joy. *And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his
mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. *?And
being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their
own country by another way.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

This is one of the Christian Church’s ancient statements of faith, dating all the way
back to the 4th Century A.D. The faith we confess in the Creed connects us to one
another and Christians past and present.

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,



begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated




Hymn of the Day O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright ~ LSB 395
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10 Morn-ing Star, how fair and bright! You shine with God’s
2 Come, heav’'n-ly Bride-groom, Light di - vine, And deep with - in
3 Lord, when You look on us in love, At once there falls
4 Al - might-y Fa - ther, in Your Son  You loved us when
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own truth and light, A - glow with grace and mer - cy!
our hearts now shine;  There light a flame un -dy - ing!
from God a - bove A ray of pur - est plea - sure.
not yet be - gun Was this old earth’s foun-da - tion!
O 4 . . . .
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Of Ja - cob’s race, King Da-vid’s son, Our Lord and mas -
In Your one bod - y let us be As liv - ing branch -
Your Word and  Spir - it, flesh and blood Re - fresh our souls
Your Son has ran-somed us in love To live in Him
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ter, You have won QOur hearts to serve You on - ly!
es of a tree, Your life our lives sup-ply - ing
with heav'n-ly food. You are our dear - est trea - sure!
here and a - bove: This is  Your great sal - va - tion.
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Low - ly, ho - ly! Great and glo-rious, All vic - to - rious,
Now, though dai - 1ly Earth’s deep sad-ness May per - plex us
Let Your mer - ¢y Warm andcheer us! O  draw near us!
Al - le - ln - ia! Christ the liv-ing, To us giv - ing
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Rich in bless-ing! Rule and might o’er all pos - sess - ing!
And dis-tress us, Yet with heav'n-ly joy You bless us.
For You teach us God’s own love through You has reached us.
Life for - ev - er, Keeps us Yours and fails us nev - er!
5 O let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned,
Our voices gladly blending!
For Christ goes with us all the way—
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day!
His love is never ending!
Sing out! Ring out!
Jubilation!
Exultation!



Tell the story!
Great is He, the King of Glory!

6  What joy to know, when life is past,
The Lord we love is first and last,
The end and the beginning!
He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
Transport us to that happy place
Beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen!

Come, Lord Jesus!
Crown of gladness!
We are yearning
For the day of Your returning!

Tune: Public domain. Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004956

Sermon Rev. Clarence Martin

Please stand

Prayer of the Church [1 Timothy 2:1-4]

(P} In peace, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For this holy house and for all who in faith, piety and love come to
receive His gifts and praise His name, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P] For Matthew, our Synod president; Roger, our district president; all
pastors and congregations; and our parish, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P For all families and homes, that one generation may tell to the next
the wonderful works of God in Christ, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P] For Donald, our president; Bill, our governor; all our leaders; our
legislature and Congress; those elected and preparing to begin service
to our nation; and our military, [especially . . .] let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For the sick and sorrowful, for those who mourn, and for all who
stand in need of our prayers, [especially . . .] let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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(P} For all who commune this day, that they would receive our Lord’s
body and blood in repentance and faith for the forgiveness of sins,
and in the unity of a true confession, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P)

Lord God, heavenly Father, we here remember the sufferings and
death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Praising His
victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His
ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High
Priest. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver
and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and
worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Tithes and Offerings

At this time, we are not passing the offering plate to receive tithes and offerings.
There is an offering plate on each side at the front of the sanctuary. You may bring
your offering before or after service or at the time of Communion.

I« Service of the Sacrament -

If you are visiting with us this today, please take a moment to read the statement
regarding the Sacrament of the Altar (Holy Communion) on page two of this
bulletin.

Preface and Proper Preface
The Preface and Proper Preface are the opening words to the Communion portion
of the service. They express greeting in the Lord and great thanksgiving and praise

to God.
(P} The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
And also with you.
(P}  Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]
We lift them to the Lord.
(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
(P] Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in

all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on
us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless
love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death
that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will

11



overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus ~ Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

The Sanctus is Latin for "holy.” It is a hymn of praise
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Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru - ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord  matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25

Pax Domini ~ The Peace of the Lord John 20:19

Pax Domini is Latin for “the peace of the Lord.”

(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

12



Agnus Dei ~ Lamb of God John 1:29

Agnus Dei is Latin for "Lamb of God,” the words used by John the Baptist to
describe Jesus as the sacrifice for our sins.
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10 Je - sus  Christ, true Lamb of God,

20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
A T L T
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
0 4 .
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.

And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.

Please be seated
Communion Distribution

Please stand

Dismissal

(P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart ~}« in peace.
Amen.

Nunc Dimittis ~ Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32

The Nunc Dimittis is Latin for "now (let your servant) depart,” the words of Simeon
when he encountered the Savior as a baby at the temple in Jerusalem.
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10 Lord, now let Your ser - vant De -
2 All glo - ry to the Fa - ther All
H 1 , ,
=
Py { [ | f 4 .

part in heav’n - ly peace, For I  have seen the
glo - ry to the Son, All glo - ry to  the
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go - ry Of Your re - deem - ing grace:
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sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty

Post-Communion Collect

(P) Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of
the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood.
Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that,
on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints,
celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has
no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1]
Benedicamus is Latin for “bless we [the Lord].”
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
The Benediction is a blessing from the Lord, spoken by the pastor at the end of the

service.
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and +I« give you peace.
Amen.
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Closing Hymn The People That in Darkness Sat LSB 412
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Il The peo - ple that in dark - ness sat A glo - rious
2 To  hail Thee, Sun  of Righ - teous - ness, The gath-ring
3 To us a Child of hope s born, To us a
4 His name shall be the Prince of Peace, The Ev - er -
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light have seen;  The light has shined on them who long In
na - tions come; They joy as when the reap - ers bear Their
Son is givin, And on His shoul-der ev - er rests  All
last - ing Lord, The Won-der - ful, the Coun-sel - or The
\ D. | ™ —— | I i | : |
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shades of death have been, In shades of death have been.
har - vest trea-sures home, Their har - vest trea-sures home.
pow’r in earth and heav'n, All powTr in earth and heav'n.
God by all a - dored, The God by all a - dored.
5  His righteous government and pow’r
Shall over all extend;
On judgment and on justice based,
His reign shall have no end,
His reign shall have no end.
A 6  Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray,

And make us Thine alone,
Who with the Father ever art
And Holy Spirit, one,
And Holy Spirit, one.
Tune and text: Public domain

The Dismissal

(P) Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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I« Go in Peace, Serve the Lord -

The poinsettias in our sanctuary today have
been given to the glory of God.
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